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2020 Calendar of Events: 
(Saturday meetings start at 9 A.M.) 

Jan. 11: Preparation of junipers for festival sales. 

Feb. 8: Preparation of junipers for festival sales. 

Mar. 14: Repotting workshop. 

Apr. 4: Will Baddeley presentation and workshop. 

TBD: Japanese Garden Spring Festival. 

May 9: TBD 

May 14-17: Lone Star Bonsai Federation 

 Convention. San Antonio. 

May 14-17: FWBS Annual Exhibit in the Rose 

Room. 

June 13: TBD 

July 11: Annual Auction & Raffle. 

Aug. 8: TBD 

Sept. 12: TBD. Nomination Committee appointed. 

Oct. 10: TBD New officer slate presented. 

TBD: Japanese Garden Fall Festival 

Nov. 14: TBD Vote on club officers for 2021-2022 

Dec. 12: Christmas Party. 

 

 

Its membership renewal time 

once again. There’s a form to 

renew your membership at the 

end of the newsletter. Thanks 

for being a member! 

 

President’s Message  

By Dan LeBlanc 
  

 Happy 2020 New Year. I hope everyone 

enjoyed the FWBS meetings and events throughout 

this past year. I would like to thank all the board 

members, volunteers and general membership who 

helped make the FWBS a success. Please remember 

to update and renew your FWBS Membership for 

2020. 

 Our first meeting is January 11th. We will be 

preparing the Juniper trees for sale at the Japanese 

Garden Spring and Fall Festival. This is one of the 

only ways we have to generate revenue for the club 

and everyone’s participation is appreciated 

 2020 will be another fun year for the FWBS. 

We encourage all members to bring trees to all the 

meetings to work on. With the longer meetings on 

Saturday we always have some time at the end of the 

meetings to get advice and share our bonsai with 

other members. 

 Mark your calendars for the 2020 Bonsai 

Convention. The Vision 2020 LSBF  Bonsai 

Convention will be held in San Antonio May 14th, 

15th, 16th, and 17th. Drury Plaza Hotel San Antonio 

820 North Loop 1604 East San Antonio, TX 78232  

Early registration is currently going on 

at: https://www.eventbrite.com/e/2020-texas-

bonsai-convention-registration-77963704539 you 

can also reserve a hotel room reservation 

at: https://www.druryhotels.com/bookandstay/newr

eservation/?groupno=2336927 

  We have a new website host so I encourage 

everyone to log in.  Everyone is encouraged to add 

bonsai related information. I’m hoping we can get 

some more participation and continue to generate 

interest in our club. http://fortworthbonsai.org  

 In addition to our new website we now have 

a Facebook page that is up and running. Please make 

recommendations for our site.  

  

Dan LeBlanc 

FWBS President 

817-907-1398 

dan@callgenesis.com 
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January meeting Saturday the 11th 

 Well here we are in a new year.  2019 was a 

great year for the society but we think 2020 will be 

even better. 

 Our first meeting of the new year will be our 

annual repotting of starter junipers for our sales 

during the Japanese Garden Spring Festival.  This is 

very important as this is one of our biggest money 

makers for the society.  We will need everyone to 

attend so we can get as many trees repotted as 

possible. This is a great opportunity for our new 

members as you will learn how to take a nursery pot 

juniper and transfer it to a bonsai pot.  This will also 

include trimming the trees and in some cases wiring 

them as well.  Please bring your tools and if you do 

not have any yet we will have some available. Hope 

to see everyone there. 

Special event  

 Just for your information the Fort Worth 

Bonsai Society is sponsoring a beginner’s bonsai 

class for our veteran’s to be held at the Fort Worth 

Veterans Clinic the last three Fridays of January.  We 

have 11 veterans signed up and the society is 

providing the trees and pots.  The class will be taught 

by Roger Spohn and Ron Arrington.  Many of you 

may know Ron from his days with our society. Ron 

is an instructor at the VA teaching pottery and 

ceramics.   You could help by providing a shears.  If 

you have an extra please bring it to our January 

meeting.  They will be returned at our February 

meeting. 

2020 meetings 

 We have a lot of good things planned for 

2020 with workshops by the Smiths, Spring and Fall 

fests, presenters, auction & raffle and our annual 

Bonsai exhibit at the Botanical Gardens.  Details will 

be provided as they become available.  Look forward 

to seeing everyone in 2020. 

 

 

 

 

December Meeting:  

Christmas Party 
 We ended 2019 with a Magical Christmas 

party.  We held our annual party at the Illusions 

Warehouse in Fort Worth.  We had a breakfast with 

lots of good food, a gift exchange and a Christmas 

tree contest.  We then ended the morning with a 

magic show.  Mark Bynum started the show with his 

magic tricks followed by the show by the owners of 

Illusions Warehouse.   

 

    
 

       
              Christmas Breakfast 

 

   
             Winning Christmas Tree 



              
            Mark Bynum magic tricks 

 

    
  

                   
             Magic Tricks Levitation  

                                                  

 
    Guillotine  

    No one was harmed during the show!! 

 

Japanese Garden 

Bonsai Collection 
By Mark Bynum, Director 

 
 The JGBC exhibit trees have been removed 

just before the hard freezes in November.  The 

Exhibit will go on a winter hiatus until mid-March or 

April of next year.  However, that does not mean we 

will not be advancing on developing the Collection.  

We have a major step that is in the works that will 

greatly advance the scope of the project.  Keep your 

fingers crossed that we will be able to pull this off! 

                      

JANUARY BONSAI 
By John Miller  

(Due to health reasons John is not going to be able to 

continue writing his bonsai care series. I am reprinting 

his articles from 2015.) 

 

 You should be looking at bonsaitonight.com.  

Starting in Nov Jonas has been doing articles on pest 

control with some great pictures.  Be sure to click on the 

major references he gives.  The latest (Dec 16) is on the 

spider mite and his cousins.  The next 5 weeks should be 

good for dormant oil and lime sulphur dormant sprays, 

especially so if you had any problem last year.  Kill the 

over-wintering eggs, pupae, or adults.  Be sure what you 

use is labeled for your species of tree and to follow label 

instructions carefully. 

 It would be nice to be able to put your trees into 

2 or 3 groups--outdoor trees, indoor trees, flowering trees.  

But nature has not done anything so simple.  Some 

outdoor trees survive a lot of cold and others want to go 

dormant but can’t have their roots frozen at all.  Your job 

is to learn their foibles and work around them. 

In general, you start by knowing that deciduous trees will 

go dormant and stay that way until something awakens 

them.  Some are temperature sensitive, they go dormant 

when the temp drops in the fall and awaken when they get 

warm.  These should be kept in a shady area to keep them 

cool.  Others are sensitive in the change in day length: 

they go dormant when daylight gets short and will break 

buds when they sense the days getting longer.  These are 

not so hard to care for. 

 Evergreens do not go fully dormant.  They slow 

their processes but still use sunlight and some nutrients.  

However they still need their roots protected to prevent 

alternate freezing and thawing. 

All outdoor trees, both deciduous and evergreen, need to 

have their soil moisture maintained and their roots 

protected from deep freezes.  Since their sap flow is 

diminished, they cannot replace moisture lost to winds so 

they should be protected from a lot of wind.  The plants 



can be protected by using ground heat to minimize the low 

and high temps.  Set the pots on the ground and cover with 

mulch.  

 For those with tropicals care at this time depends 

on your facilities for giving them heat and light, the two 

things usually in short supply in January.  I merely try to 

keep mine alive with the greenhouse at 50 degrees.  Be 

sure to monitor them for aphids and other problems.  They 

do not get enough light to actively grow anyway.  When 

the mame size shohin elms have had a month of dormancy 

I bring them into the greenhouse before the temps get to 

the lower twenties.  They respond by starting growth so I 

have them for ’soul food’ through January. 

Styling can be done at this time but no repotting unless 

you are going to keep the tree from freezing after that.  

Repotting initiates new root development which is usually 

not very hardy. 

 A better approach would be to study one or two 

thoroughly each day making notes on what needs to be 

done.  January is an excellent time to start any remodeling 

projects that may be necessary.  While the trees are 

dormant you have better view of the branch structure.  Do 

any need to be moved or removed?  Do any coarse 

branches need to be cut back to a smaller side branch for 

refinement?  Do any long straight branches need wiring 

to give them motion?  Does the tree really need a drastic 

redesign?  You can also trim the twigs back while you 

have them there.  You can also decide if that tree will need 

to be repotted this spring, is the present pot good or should 

you find a more appropriate pot for it. 

 Indoor trees will be using more water to offset the 

lower humidity.  Soil will also be losing water faster 

through its surface.  Be sure to watch the indoor trees for 

insect problems.  Most plant insects love a controlled 

atmosphere like the indoors.  Spider mites seem to get the 

most attention here because they do great in a low 

humidity and the lack of foliage spraying.  Scale can be 

an easily overlooked source of trouble.  There is usually 

more severe problems with plants that have been kept 

outdoors in summer than brought in without any 

treatment.  Indoor trees need to be fertilized regularly and 

will require periodic trimming as they continue to grow 

through the winter. 

 Tender or tropical trees that are kept indoors will 

be using more water to offset the lower humidity.  Soil 

will also be losing water faster through its surface.  Be 

sure to watch the indoor trees for insect problems.  Most 

plant insects love a controlled atmosphere like the 

indoors.  Spider mites seem to get the most attention here 

because they do great in a low humidity and the lack of 

foliage spraying.  Scale can be an easily overlooked 

source of trouble.  The flat green kind can be hard to spot 

on the underside of leaves or tight against the stem.  

Indoor trees need to be fertilized regularly and will require 

periodic trimming as they continue to grow through the 

winter. 

 Warm greenhouses are much the same as indoors.  

However, most greenhouses are kept more humid.  The 

higher humidity is to the liking of aphids and fungal 

diseases.  It may also result in your keeping the soil too 

moist with associated root problems.  Use you standard 

insect controls that you used last summer.  I use my 

organic foliar spray all winter.   

 Again bonsai tonight.com will help you 

understand what to do.  Jonas prefers the organic 

approach but covers other methods as well. 

 

  

 

 

The Fort Worth Bonsai Society meets most months 

on the 2nd Saturday at 9 A.M., at 3220 Botanic 

Garden Drive, Fort Worth, TX. This is the building 

where the large conservatory greenhouse is located.  

For more information see our website 

at:fortworthbonsai.org 

 

President: Dan LeBlanc 

 dan@callgenesis.com 

Vice President, Programs: Roger Spohn 

 rwspohn@yahoo.com 

Treasurer: Mark Bynum 

 mark.bynum12@att.net 

Secretary: Steven Hendricks 

stevenhendricks@sbcglobal.com 

Past President: Steven Hendricks 

stevenhendricks@sbcglobal.com 

Member at Large: Scott Dienell 

 cheddar56789@hotmail.com 

LSBF Representative: Mark Bynum 

 mark.bynum12@att.net 

Website:TJ Broullette 

terry@whisperwillow.com 

Newsletter Editor: Estella Flather      

 eflather@sbcglobal.net
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Fort Worth Bonsai Society 

2020 Membership Form 

 

Please submit at a club meeting or mail to: Fort Worth Bonsai Society 

       c/o Mark Bynum, Treasurer  

       2708 Chinquapin Oak Lane 

       Arlington, TX  76012 

 

 

Date: _____________________ 

Name: _______________________________________________________________________ 

Address: _____________________________________________________________________ 

City: ______________________________ State: ___________ Zip Code: ________________ 

Telephone: Hm___________________________  Cell__________________________                                                      

E-mail address: (for Newsletter & notices)     __________________________________ 

Please check your membership selection below: 

___ Individual Membership: $25.00 

___ Joint Membership:  $35.00 

___ Student Membership: $15.00 

 

 

 

 

For Treasurer’s Use Only: 

 

Name: __________________________________ Membership Year:____2020_______ 

Amount Paid: ____________________________ Date: ____________________________ 

Dues received by: ____________________________________________           

 

 

FWBS-Membership Form, 2020 


